The reproductive biology of Dendrodoa grossularia (Van Beneden) was examined in the broader context of a study of succession and development in ascidian dominated communities, under the umbrella of the COST 647 Programme. Samples were collected from an intertidal location in the inner part of Galway Bay, and from a subtidal site at Ard Bay, on an approximately monthly basis over the period August, 1983 to June, 1985.
The reproductive biology of Dendrodoa grossularia (Van Beneden) was examined in the broader context of a study of succession and development in ascidian dominated communities, under the umbrella of the COST 647 Programme. Samples were collected from an intertidal location in the inner part of Galway Bay, and from a subtidal site at Ard Bay, on an approximately monthly basis over the period August, 1983 to June, 1985 .
The intertidal site is prone to periodic depression in salinity (down to 50/00), under the influence of a major river in the area. Salinity at the subtidal site never fell below 320/00 and temperature at both sites fluctuated seasonally between 3 "C and 18S°C. Fecundity was significantly higher at the subtidal site where there were two distinct peaks in the reproductive cycle annually, in Spring and Autumn, both of roughly equal intensity. At the intertidal site, on the other hand, although there were two peaks annually, the second in Autumn was greatly reduced. The differences between the two populations were attributed to a combination of factors, among the most important of which were suppressed salinity and tidal emmersion at the intertidal site.
